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BOOK
REVIEWS

At Europe’s borders: medieval towns in the
Romanian principalities by LaurenÛiu
R|dvan, Brill, Leiden, The Netherlands, 2010,
672 pp. ISBN 978-9-0041-8010-9.

In European urban historiography, the Romanian
principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia play a
very small role.  Yet for most of the period since the
Roman Empire they have held a vital position
between different powers and cultures.  They took
shape between  the thirteenth and fifteenth centuries
AD at the margins of the Kingdom of Hungary, the
Bulgarian, Byzantine, and Mongolian Empires, the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the Kingdom of Poland,
and the Ottoman Empire.  Here the various
dominions, cultures and religions met and, to some
extent, mixed. 

At present, Wallachia is part of Southern
Romania, whereas Moldavia is divided between
eastern Romania, Moldova and south-western
Ukraine.    The old port towns of Byzantine origin,
such as Cetatea Alba and Kilia, which were located
on the Danube and in the delta where the Danube
and Dniester rivers flow into the Black Sea,
managed to remain more or less independent of
Wallachia and Moldavia for a long time.  Between
the thirteenth and fifteenth centuries more towns
began to appear.  But it is still largely unknown how
this came about, as written sources are very poor.
However, R|dvan provides a convincing recon-
struction of what happened.  In his view the
principalities developed out of Hungarian buffer
states.  New towns were created under the
Hungarian princes of Wallachia and Moldavia,
who promoted market villages and founded new
towns, mainly occupied by settlers from Transyl-
vania and Poland.  R|dvan’s interpretation is mainly
based on analogy to what is known of contempo-
raneous urbanization in other countries of Central
and Eastern Europe, to which the first part of the

book is devoted, and on 47 case studies of towns in
Wallachia and Moldavia.

A valuable overview is provided of the
formation of urban settlements in Central and
Eastern Europe during the Middle Ages.  Until now
most literature on medieval towns in Eastern
Europe has been written in Slavic languages, as the
excellent bibliography of the book reveals, though
there are two important older works in English on
the history of spatial urban development in Eastern
Europe (Gutkind, 1972a, 1972b).  Concerning early
urbanization in Wallachia and Moldavia sources in
English or other Western European languages are
almost absent, whereas the Romanian principality
of Transylvania has received much more inter-
national scholarly attention.  Hence, At Europe’s
borders fills a large gap in knowledge.

Since the author is a historian, the study is
essentially historical in character, written materials
being the primary sources.  Hence, the book is
mainly about administrative and institutional
history, and the related terminology of the period.
For most towns examined only very superficial
spatial information is provided, mainly regarding
the sites and trade routes and whether there was a
church or a stronghold inside the settlements.  There
only are three maps and six town plans – all crude
in their presentation – and there is no explanation of
the character of the urban plans.  However, R|dvan
appears to know well the written sources on
Romanian settlements, and his interpretations make
sense.  But the written sources are rare in
comparison with those for Western Europe, and
closer study of urban form would have provided
valuable additional information on the past of the
towns.  In defense of R|dvan, many of the towns he
studies have been substantially restructured in the
twentieth century – though this is hardly mentioned
in the book – and thus early urban structures are
now difficult to identify.  He tries to make the most
of archaeological findings about early urban form,
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but relevant excavations are rare.  Discussion of
morphology is very superficial.  For a number of
towns regularities of plans are mentioned.  The
characteristics of plots, parallel streets, and central
rectangular market places suggest that there were
new town foundations of a type known from the
more north-westerly parts of Europe.  But it is a
major omission that this receives little explanation
or illustration, and it would seem that no historical
plans or maps were used as sources.

At the end of the book, R|dvan writes that his
inclusion of ‘topography’ is a new addition to the
historiography of Wallachian and Moldavian towns
of the period.  If this is true, his effort should be
praised, although his method is crude and of limited
scope.  It is apparent that the discipline of urban
morphology still has a lot to add to the study of
Romanian and Eastern European urban history.
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Rappresentare la città: topografie urbane
nell’ Italia di antico regime edited by Marco
Folin, Edizioni Diabasis, Reggio Emilia, Italy,
2010, 477 pp. ISBN 978-88-8103-600-4.

For many years urban historical iconography has
been employed as a tool to read a settlement’s
history, society and culture.  Interest in this has
increased owing in part at least to the recent
renewed success of studies of cartographic history;
for example, work on town atlases (Nuti, 1996),
and administrative cartography (Quaini, 2007;
Rombai, 2007; Valerio, 2007).  Urban iconography
has proven to be a very useful means for building
knowledge of civitas and its structures across time.
If maps not only represent the growth of
cartographic culture but also provide over time a
means to examine cities, then the essays collected

in Marco Folin’s book are of great relevance.  With
attention placed on Italian cities such as Rome,
Milan, Naples, Venice, Florence, Turin, Genoa,
Parma, Ferrara, Imola, and Guastalla, ‘monuments’
to historical urbanism in Italy, and notably too
places that have been the foci of Italian carto-
graphy, Folin offers a range of case studies,
analysed with clarity and methodological rigour, to
explain the significance of cartography to urban
studies. 

In Rappresentare la città maps offer a vehicle to
closely read the design of towns and the different
factors, for example cultural and technical, that
have shaped their cartographic images.  At the same
time this book strives to contribute to a widening of
urban historiography.  For example, the examin-
ation of the map of Milan in the Chronica extrava-
gans by Galvano Fiamma not only investigates it as
an administrative document but as an historical-
geographical work whose subject, even though
belonging to a distinct time, in effect offers a visual
text of the dynamic reality of Milan’s evolution –
its rise to the status of ‘a great city’.  Likewise the
need to represent urban evolution does not appear
in Rappresentare la città in merely abstract and
theoretical terms.  This is evident in the famous
plan of Imola by Leonardo da Vinci, a great
example of a very accurate drawing, but more
precisely an unequalled masterpiece of renaissance
scenery (p. 121).  The map exposes the urban fabric
with its blocks, plots and buildings.  As such we
should consider the plan of Imola as an urban
morphological document, even though in reality it
was drawn up with rough survey techniques albeit
adjusted by Leonardo’s incredible technical and
architectural skill. 

With reference again to Folin’s attempt to widen
urban historiography, Rappresentare la città
provides a distinct interpretation of the origin of
urban scientific geography as a tool for town
reading, a reading shown to originate at the dawn of
a new professional competence (p. 19) – a new
professional know-how that, and not by chance,
combined the town survey with elements of urban
design, as the case studies of Parma and Guastalla
demonstrate.  Maps of these cities, particularly
those crafted from the end of the seventeenth
century, show a completely different perspective, as
the essays by Ilaria Forno, Mario Bevilacqua and
Brigitte Marin explain; one borne in part by the
shifting cultural climate.  In this period producing
‘scientific’ accuracy became the manifesto of the
evolving cultural and political climate.

The maps included in this volume are only a
selection of those that could have been examined.
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Yet the objective quality of Rappresentare la città
connects the individual sources to each other and in
so doing provides a persuasive argument for the
iconographic canon.  However, unfortunately,
historical town maps, at least in orthogonal
projection, are now few and far between.  Folin
points out that this is an outcome of iconographies.
Once conceived as practical tools being perceived,
ironically they became of limited use over time:
their utility, and therefore the justification for their
conservation, ultimately became eroded when the
circumstances that governed their drawing up
changed.  Of course there are some exceptions, as
the examples gathered in this volume testify, but on
the whole in the first Modern Age of Italy the idea
of an intrinsic and complete survey of urban areas
was not widely considered or valued.  Folin
concludes that ‘the small number of towns
iconographies is the result of a political culture not
conceiving the use of power as an unitary and
consistent government of a precise territory, but on
the contrary as the mediation action between
autonomous and heterogeneous bodies (mostly bent
on self-governing), with whom the King or the
Prince had a special relationship based on the
circumstances’ (p. 30).
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Urban housing handbook  by Eric Firley and
Caroline Stahl, Wiley, Chichester, UK, 2009,
328 pp. ISBN 978-0-4705-1275-3.

Some books look very promising due to their
ambitious titles and glossy covers.  Others are more
modest.  Yet when one begins to read, doors of
information open.  In some instances the book
opens itself up in such a manner that the reader is
rapidly sensitive to the author’s accomplishments.
The Urban housing handbook is this kind of book.

The book covers the study of 30 housing types
in major cities built during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries when urbanization was
progressively taking place.  It does not attempt to
study the history of architecture per se but rather
the configuration of living spaces related to history,
particularly when the rapid expansion of cities was
taking place and ‘framing’ built environments.   To
be more precise, the book puts forward knowledge
embedded in different social, cultural, and
economic contexts relating to the relationship
between architecture and the urban fabric.  Based
on this understanding of the historical context, the
relationship is classified by type, both graphically
and analytically. 

The combination of the traditional and new eye-
catching contemporary architectural examples, and
linkages to buildings in different cultures around
the world, makes the book unique.  It not only casts
light on the traditional debate between historical
architecture conservation and contemporary
architectural innovation but almost gives a clear
answer that the co-existence and complementarity
of two extremes are possible, and as such can lead
cities to a better future.  This book will no doubt
remind the reader of Herman Hertzberger’s Lessons
for students in architecture, yet compared with
Hertzberger’s efforts Firley and Stahl’s book is
more pleasing and convincing in its extensive
analysis of both ordinary and signature buildings in
a wider global context. 

As an architect and teacher in an architectural
school, I should like to add a few more points from
a professional and academic point of view.  There
is a lack of serious study of world architecture and
a proper presentation of it.  The concept behind this
book seems to allow architecture of different
economic backgrounds to be appreciated on the
same platform.  For me, it is a criticism of
globalism that it is now dominating market and
political powers, and identified through landmark
buildings being erected everywhere in developing
countries – edifices normally designed by a handful
of Western architects.  In contrast, the case analyses
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in this book are based on contextual understanding.
The focus of each case is not limited by a single
plot but enriched by the urban fabrics covering the
complexity of the spatial structure, and character-
ized by both the analysis and graphics highlighting
the relationship between a single building and the
wider urban structure.  The book bridges scientific
research on  one side and architectural aesthetics on
the other. 

Issues relating to conservation and development
and historical and contemporary approaches are
presented side by side.  The contemporary
examples selected by the authors are not simply a
repetition of the traditional, but are clearly linked
through typological analysis.  Although the quality
of the urban fabrics and housing of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries are featured, the authors
seem to suggest that innovation in the design of
individual architects is inevitable in contemporary
society. 

The authors did not intend to provide a particular
argument or thesis but rather allow readers to draw
their own conclusions by discovering the message
in the text, graphics, and composition of the book.
Each essay focusing on a particular architectural
case can be read as an independent piece as well as
a comparative part related to the others.  The
analysis is balanced with graphics, which are
selective, well reproduced, and carefully arranged
in the book.  Architectural drawings, plans,
sections, photographs, aerial views, and archive
material are all used.  Importantly, the book will
appeal to different audiences who want to discover
more.  This is certainly consistent with the
objective of the authors, who state that the book is
written for a variety of audiences, academicians,
architects, urban designers, and even private
aficionados from a wide range of professions
associated with the building industry.

There are, however, weaknesses in the book that
are worthy of mention.  From an academic point of
view, the methodology based on types seems more
an organizational tool in compiling the selected
cases rather than driven by the need for deeper
research on the interrelationships of varieties of
urban fabric.  Apparently a high level of analysis in
research is not the main objective in the writing of
this book.  Another impression left by the pairing of
traditional and contemporary examples is that the
pairs remain ‘apart’ except in the similarity in the
type of floor plan.  The analytical framework based
on urban fabric (as applied to traditional houses)
seems to contradict or was not applied to the
representation of contemporary examples, which
seem to be isolated pieces of works by designers

without clear strategies.  Some of the sectional
drawings and plans of the historical buildings are
not precise and do not reveal the structural and
material properties, which are observable in the
drawings from contemporary examples.

Finally, it is helpful to refer to the bibliography
which shows the concepts, thinking, and
methodology of several writers.  The classical and
most prominent works on urban history are found
here.  They include the works of Spiro Kostof, the
core writings of Gianfranco Caniggia and Gian
Luigi Maffei from a typological school in Italy, and
the book, Über Wohnbau / House-ing by the
influential contemporary architectural office,
Baumschlager Eberle.
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Great public squares: an architect’s
selection by Robert F. Gatje, W.W. Norton,
London, England, 2010, 224 pp. ISBN 978-0-
393-73173-6.

Great public squares is a study of 40 urban spaces
in Europe and North America.  Considering
environments formed in both the pre-industrial and
industrial eras, it seeks to build upon ‘three great
books about urban space’ (p. 9), namely Der
Städtebau by Camillo Sitte (published in 1889), The
American Vitruvius by Werner Hegemann and
Elbert Peets (published in 1922), and Paul Zucker’s
Town and square (published in 1959).  To achieve
this lofty goal Robert Gatje considers matters of
utility, integrity, and delight (p. 11), namely
standards for judging spatial design established by
the Roman architect Vitruvius, so as to determine
the qualities of urban spaces in the Western world.

In selecting his case studies Gatje employs
simple criteria: they are all in use today, are
admired, and are well-known.  This therefore
excludes many of Europe’s ‘great spaces’, such as
the forums of Rome, and the agoras of Ancient
Greece.  Nevertheless an ample assortment of urban
spaces is included.  Although some of the cases
discussed have been hitherto written about on a
great many occasions – for example, St Mark’s
Square in Venice (Italy), Place Stanislas in Nancy
(France), and the Circus in Bath (UK) – what is
apparent about Gatje’s approach to investigating
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urban space is his intention ‘to provoke and
enhance your judgement of urban spaces by
comparing one with another so that they can be
enjoyed, appreciated, and preserved’ (p. 13).

So that people can augment their knowledge of
urban spaces Gatje relies heavily upon two features:
first, visual sources, including coloured maps (at
1:1000 scale) and photographs – of which there are
300 in the book; secondly, the provision of
numerous short written texts containing details of
the historical background, design influences, and
design meaning of spaces, in addition to presenting
statistical data often lacking in similar publications
– for example, plan dimensions, the maximum
height of surrounding buildings, and the ratio of
height to width and area.  The clarity of the
illustrations is outstanding.  This combined with the
quality of the writing provides readers, especially
students of urban design, with the opportunity to
grasp the origins, form, and meaning of urban
spaces, and the elements that make them work
successfully. 

Critics might suggest that Great public squares
is yet another work that adds to the already bloated
corpus of literature on international and historical
urban design.  However, as Gatje, emphasizes in the
opening pages of his book, it is a means to record
his lifelong vocational observation of urban space,
a surveillance and analysis borne from practising as
an architect.  With experience in Marcel Breuer’s
and Richard Meier’s office, and educated by
renowned US urbanist John Reps, Gatje puts
forward a distinctive assessment of the form,
furnishing, entry/exit points, and enclosure of urban
spaces.  Whilst he examines the nature of many
spaces that could be classified as the ‘greats’ of
urban history and its development, he also seeks to
understand the form of ‘near great’ spaces – for
example, the Piece Hall in Halifax, UK, and Old
Town Square in Tel…, Czech Republic.  Yet it is the
selection of spaces such as the Piece Hall that can
be criticized.  Arguably there are better choices, for
example the Frederiksgade in Copenhagen, the
Plaza Mayor in Madrid, and Chamberlain Square in
Birmingham.  However, the choices of case studies
are well-explained.  Thus with regard to the Piece
Hall in Halifax, what other industrial-age urban
spaces exist within Britain on the model of the ideal
piazza design as suggested by great Renaissance
men such as Leon Battista Alberti and Andrea
Palladio?

Though a great deal of literature already exists
on urban spaces, in terms of the illustrations
provided, few books published this year on any
element of urban studies will match the quality of

those in this book.  Both text and pictures give
students a new opportunity to comprehend the
design of what Gatje calls, the ‘outside rooms’ of
civilization.  Ultimately, does Great public squares
build upon the works of Sitte, Hegemann and Peets,
and Zucker?  Maybe not, but it is a valiant attempt
to do so.
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O concurso de Brasília: sete projetos para
uma capital by Milton Braga, Cosac Naify,
São Paulo, Brazil, 2010, 292pp. ISBN 978-85-
7503-896-3.

Celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of Brasília,
Brazil’s capital city, O concurso de Brasília: sete
projetos para uma capital analyses the seven
successful entries in the 1956 national competition
for the commissioning of the settlement’s layout.
Lucio Costa (first prize), Boruch Milman and his
team (second prize), Rino Levi and his team and
the Roberto brothers’ team (joint third prize),
Henrique Mindlin and Giancarlo Palanti, Vilanova
Artigas’ team and architect Milton Ghiraldini and
his team (joint fifth prize) designed the successful
entries.  These are shown in the book to feature
common general principles: the urban ground as
public property, functional city-zoning, the creation
of neighbourhood units and super blocks, the
diversion of traffic into specialized roads – leading
to a separation of pedestrians and motorways and
the removal of the traditional street – and dense
geometric rational urban forms dispersed as a park-
city.  As modern architecture was fairly widespread
in Brazil at that time, and the impact of Charte
d’Athènes urbanism was becoming all the more
apparent, the compilation of the awarded entries
depicts how Brazilian architects and engineers
translated modernist ideas into inventive urban
forms.  Other possible Brasílias are thus unveiled in
this book. 

While largely ignoring the controversy that
surrounded the results of the competition (for jury
member Oscar Niemeyer and first-award-winner
Lucio Costa had had previous close professional
associations), the book endorses the decision of the
jury, for whom the new capital should be a
‘functional city’ and have ‘its own architectural
expression’.  Indeed, Costa’s entry, despite its poor
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presentation, clearly rendered an artistic, singular,
and easily-read form for a modern capital city that
was absolutely shaped by the site, thereby making
the other proposals seem like mere illustrative
diagrams of general urbanistic theories.  Costa was
Le Corbusier’s personal friend, and seems to have
adopted the French architect’s design strategy of
‘interpretative form giving’ (Neumeyer, 1991, p.
92) in order to shape the new city, designed as a
complete entity, an ideal object. 

O concurso de Brasília was originally written in
1999 as an academic dissertation for a Master’s
degree at the University of São Paulo, where the
author teaches building design at the Faculty of
Architecture and Urbanism. Milton Braga is
himself a successful architect who has collaborated
with Paulo Mendes da Rocha, the 2006 Pritzker
Architecture Prize winner.  This published version
of Braga’s dissertation is divided into two parts.
The first part simply reproduces the competition
call for entries and describes each of the seven
awarded submissions, all of them immediately
followed by the jury’s comments.  The second part
compares the different proposals and contrasts the
award-winning layout with the city that was
actually built.  Biographical details of the
competitors, as well as of the jury members, are
provided in an appendix, not only revealing their
professional backgrounds but also aiding under-
standing of the context of the competition.

Richly illustrated, the book includes original
sketches, models and plans scattered in various
public and private archives.  It also displays recent
photographs of Brasília taken by the photographer
and architect Nelson Kon, renowned for his
astonishing snapshots of Brazilian modernist
architecture.  Kon’s pictures reveal a contrasting
city, different from that of the familiar postcards
and monuments.  They feature bucolic townscapes,
where six-storey slabs are orthogonally placed on
dense green open public ground, isolated pedestrian
paths and desolate six-lane roads – once the pride
of the industrial society – vast public squares,
colossal lawns upon which Niemeyer’s grand
sculptural buildings rely for artistic effect, and
massive, miserable, crowded open-air car parks
nearby. Kon’s raw pictures of Brasília seem to state
that modernism also made mistakes. 

O concurso de Brasília offers an important
contribution to the international history of modern
town planning.  It depicts the diffusion of inter-
national principles and their local construction.
Also, in the national context, the book endorses the
synergic collaboration of State and the Modern
Movement in Brazil in order to build an image of a

modern country.  The mere shift of the capital city
and the awarded entries’ near consensual adherence
to modernist principles of architecture and
urbanism not only signalled industrial, social and
technological development, but also the national
desire to play a significant role in the modern
world.  In spite of living in times of environmental
concern, and despite the fact that the paradigms that
built different Brasílias are now long gone, the
publishing of pictures of Brazil’s new capital city,
along with the competition entries, does expose the
spirit of the era, the modernist ambition and the
urbanistic knowledge accumulated during its
subsequent crisis.
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Hungarian atlas of historic towns (Magyar
várostörténeti atlasz), No. 1 Sopron by
Ferenc Jankó, Jósef Kücsán and Katalin
Szende, with contributions by Ferenc Dávid,
Károly Goda and Melinda Kiss, Sopron,
Hungary, 2010, 86 pp.  ISBN 978-963-8327-
32-1.

This volume on Sopron, a west Hungarian town
situated near the present-day border with Austria,
must be regarded as a major achievement.  First of
all, the atlas makes a substantial contribution to
research on Sopron’s historical geography.
Moreover, with its wealth of material ! an exten-
sive collection of maps accompanied by a booklet
and a CD-ROM ! it provides a solid basis for
further studies of the town.  Most importantly, how-
ever, as the opening issue of a new book series, The
Hungarian atlas of historic towns, it is the first
Hungarian contribution to an all-European effort of
providing cartographic sources for comparative
studies on urban form co-ordinated by the Inter-
national Commission for the History of Towns
(ICHT). 
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Comprising an impressive 86 pages, this volume
provides an interpretative text on Sopron’s
historical topography.  Following a description of
the geographical setting, the text traces the stages of
the town’s development from its emergence as a
trading centre along the Amber Road in Roman
times to a royal town in the later Middle Ages, and
through other phases of development up to today.
The initial layout of the town, its building
structures, suburban integuments, and internal
changes are all covered comprehensively with
reference to the emerging plot structure.  The text
closes with remarks on the objectives of future
urban planning and conservation measures.  Apart
from the gazetteer, it is rendered both in Hungarian
and in a sound English translation.  Occasional
comments on comparative aspects of settlements in
Central Europe will no doubt be handy for readers
unfamiliar with these contexts.  The text is very
well balanced and illustrated by black-and-white
photographs, tables, diagrams and maps, conveying
a complex but clear picture of townscape
development. 

Illustrative sources come in three series: A, B
and C.  Series A is made up of maps that follow the
recommendations of the ICHT and the experiences
of other national Historic Towns Atlas (HTA)
projects.  Based on the cadastral map of 1856, it
comprises a large multi-coloured plot plan which
shows the built-up area and other forms of land use.
Plate A.3 depicts the town’s spatial development in
four separate maps.  These are complemented by
several reproduced historical maps.  Two of them,
of the eighteenth (1763-85) and nineteenth (1819-
1869) centuries, reveal Sopron’s topographical
setting at a scale of 1:50 000.  On another large
sheet there are two additional maps, one with the
plot structure of 1900-1910, the other showing the
recent situation (2005), albeit without the plots.
The series is concluded by a vertical aerial
photograph of 2005.

Series B features an impressive collection of 26
thematic maps with legends in Hungarian and
English, many of which are based on historical
evidence painstakingly distilled from primary
sources such as tax registers and then projected
onto the historical plot plan.  These maps and
additional interpretative texts offer a remarkable
and comprehensive picture of Sopron’s social topo-
graphy, demography, house valuation and plot
ownership.  Other maps pertain to the material
fabric of the townscape – the buildings’ construc-
tion types, heights and ages – and are based on a
modern plan. 

Series C consists of reconstruction drawings that

illustrate archaeological interpretations of the
town’s early development, and reproduced images
of several historical town views, plan sketches, and
maps from several different archives and libraries.

The Sopron atlas is a great accomplishment both
in form and content.  The extensive facts of the
town’s history and morphology in the text as well
as in the series B maps are well presented, and a
great advance to our knowledge in these fields.
Series A and C provide cartographic and pictorial
evidence that will aid and stimulate further research
on many different aspects.  From a comparative
point of view, the Hungarian HTA’s Series A is the
most important one since it contains material that is
to be part of every national HTA according to
ICHT guidelines.  Although there is much variation
among the 20 or so European HTA projects
(Conzen, 2008), this basic core should comply with
the standards recently discussed by Howard Clarke
(2008).  In this respect, future issues of the
Hungarian atlas may benefit from inserting a
topographical map at 1:25 000 scale and a modern
town plan (1:5000) that includes the plot pattern.
Both maps are integral parts of the Österreichischer
Städteatlas, the HTA project in adjacent Austria. 

The Sopron atlas is an impressive and very
promising start to the new Hungarian atlas of
historic towns, and sets a fine example to those still
lacking their own national HTAs (Opll, 2011).  The
continuation of the Hungarian work alongside other
projects is essential to lay a sound foundation for
the comparative study of urban form in Europe in
the future. 
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Sustainable urban form, accessibility and
travel: the relationship between polycentric
urban development and commuting in
Lisbon by David Vale, Lambert Academic
Publishing, Saarbrücken, Germany, 2010, 264
pp. ISBN 978-3-8383-2019-9.

This book, an outcome of a Glasgow University
PhD thesis, considers, separately and in
conjunction, definitions, models, and issues of
sustainability, urban structure, transportation modes
and accessibility.  The  last three chapters deal with
the ‘Park of the Nations’ (PN), a new neigh-
bourhood in Lisbon resulting from the 1998
international expo.  Sustainable urban form sets out
to investigate various specific questions relating to
urban form and commuter behaviour. 

The opening chapters probe deeply into recent
concepts of sustainable cities and also delve into a
large number of related concepts, in so doing
referring to a substantial number of authors.  The
fourth chapter, on methodology, explains the
author’s research design in detail, namely the cross-
sectional statistical model used for the metropolitan
area of Lisbon (AML) relating land use and com-
muting by car and by public transport, and quasi-
longitudinal analysis measuring the impact of
residential and workplace relocation.  Empirical
data and their treatment as well as discussion of
findings make up the last chapters.  Chapter 5
presents a statistical treatment of commuting
patterns in AML; chapter 6 deals with the
residential mobility patterns of the new inhabitants
of PN; and chapter 7 presents the commuting
impacts resulting from home and workplace
relocation to PN.  These last two chapters use an
abundance of information obtained from institut-
ional interviews and questionnaires.

Sustainable urban form is thoroughly researched
and contains a profusion of bibliographical and
statistical data.  It is not problem free, however.
The preponderance of Anglo-Saxon academic
sources and the reliance on almost entirely previous
research on highly-developed Western countries in
northern Europe and North America is an issue,
given the different nature of the city of Lisbon and
its metropolitan development in comparison with
the other cities mentioned in the study.  For
example, there is the preference for living in
suburbs that is brought out in many of the
publications the author refers to, yet this preference
is contrary to that of most residents of Lisbon’s
metropolitan area.  Lisbon, in fact Portugal itself, is
at the meeting point of the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean worlds, as has been made clear by
Orlando Ribeiro in relation to the geography and

culture of the land.  This ‘overlap/frontier’
paradigm devised by Ribeiro is still relevant to
today’s urban structural developments.  The
suburban living preference in Lisbon is contradicted
in the analysis of ‘alternative residential location’
preferences (6.5.2), the outcome of the survey
being that ‘location within Lisbon was a
determinant factor for households’ (p. 170).  This
was also shown in previous studies, such as that by
Barata Salgueiro (2001): ‘high standing housing
areas are not only detached houses in the western
suburban sector (the ‘Estoril sector’), but also
renewed apartments and gated communities located
in the city centre’ (p. 29).  The preference of many
for city centre living is at odds with the findings of
most of the cited publications on northern Europe
and America.

The use of the term ‘urban form’ throughout the
book and in the title itself requires a definition of its
significance in the context of the range of concepts
examined.  It is misleading to use the expression
‘urban form’ when what is under consideration is
really the distribution of land uses rather than
physical form.  Moreover, the term is used with
various meanings.  Sometimes it denotes land use;
sometimes urban structure.  The penchant for
avoiding the materiality of the city is also at work
in the substitution of the physical metaphor of the
compact city by the more abstract ‘multimodal
accessible city’, which is certainly productive when
focusing on accessibility and large-scale gover-
nance policies but is hardly an appropriate model
for urban design and the neighbourhood scale. 

The choice of Parque das Nações is perplexing.
It was selected as an ‘example of a new mixed-use,
dense and accessible centrality’ created for the
reinforcement of the polycentric structure of the
metropolitan area (p. 5) and as an ‘archetypal new
centrality of a metropolitan area’ (p. 220), and even
as a ‘typical suburban environment of AML’ in
terms of building and dwelling types (p. 151).  But
PN has a singularity that should perhaps make one
cautious about claims for generalizations based on
it.  No other single area in the city, in fact in the
whole metropolitan area, has received the public
investment, the speed of infrastructure installation,
the meticulousness of its green and leisure areas, or
the massive publicity it obtained from being the
successor of Expo 98. This is not to mention the
exceptional natural conditions.  With regard to the
resident population it attracted, the uniqueness is
not as pronounced but it has exceptional social,
economic, educational and demographic homo-
geneity that is not common in Lisbon’s
neighbourhoods, either old or new.  Moreover, PN
was still in process of installation at the time of the
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survey.  This may well have caused some bias
towards car usage.  For example, might not the
indifference to public transport accessibility by the
residents be a transitional stage in the households
surveyed?  What happens when their families
mature and start producing their own mobility
patterns? 

This study provides a precise and trustworthy
data set on commuting.  Its findings about
behaviour in a recently developed area in Lisbon
provide the basis for comparisons with other areas
and cities.  It is a noteworthy contribution to
understanding Lisbon’s city metabolism.  Its main
value lies in bringing accessibility issues in Lisbon
to the forefront of the academic community’s
attention. 
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The appearance of memory: mnemonic
practices of architecture and urban form in
Indonesia by Abidin Kusno, Duke University
Press, Durham, USA, 2010, 332 pp. ISBN 978-
0822346470. 

Few books relating to architecture and urban form
in Indonesia have been published in English during
the last decade.  In The appearance of memory
Abidin Kusno examines buildings and physical
spaces in Indonesia.  Venturing to make sense of
architecture and city environments in that country,
Kusno connects the present-day city with history.
The older history includes the Dutch colonial
periods.  The more recent past relates particularly to
the years close to independence, the fall of Suharto,
and contemporary developments. 

Many of the architectural objects discussed in
The appearance of memory are located on the
island of Java and in the city of Jakarta, and these
are understood by the author to be landmarks of
Indonesian architecture.  The architecture is shown
to be influenced by a variety of actors, including
politicians and the ‘average’ citizen, and such

processes as colonization and post-colonization,
and the global influence of neoliberalism.
Unfortunately, there is a big chronological hole
concerning the history of Suharto’s leadership,
which I believe contributed much to the present
built environment in Indonesia.

Various types of architecture and urban designs
considered important to the making and remaking
of spaces in Jakarta and Java are identified.  Each
section of the book contains several chapters, each
unpeeling the history and events behind the visual
composition of environments that Indonesia has
produced. 

A range of source materials, a variety of
research techniques, and various personal
experiences in Indonesia are utilized.  However, the
sense of place being communicated is not easy to
grasp.  With the mnemonic approach Kusno
conveys an unduly partial picture of what has
happened in Indonesia in the past.  For example,
what about the history of the housing provision
programme during Suharto’s presidency, a policy
that triggered most of the architecture and urban
design that we see today in Indonesia?  What of the
regulation and laws that allowed the private sector
to produce these environments?  They, and the
places they have built, have added to social tensions
and problems that contributed to the civil unrest of
1998.

Despite the fact that The appearance of memory
is a collection of materials written since the year
2000, and that some of the chapters have been
published before (in Indonesia), there is much of
value in the book.  The author attempts to connect
the various themes raised in each of the chapters,
and in this he has considerable success.  But the
choice and use of sources is problematic.  What is
published in the media in Indonesia is to say the
least selective in what it says.  Important
information is often concealed from the public.
There are important issues to discuss and explain
about the appearance of gated communities in
Indonesia.  The production of such environments
became manifest after the introduction of various
reforms following the fall of Suharto, but, despite
their appearance, it is not the general public who
benefits from them but the elites.

Despite its weaknesses, this book is a useful
contribution to our knowledge of architecture and
urban design in Indonesia – a country rich in
urbanism.  

Teguh Utomo Atmoko, Department of Architecture,
University of Indonesia, Kampus Baru UI, Depok
16424, Indonesia.  E-mail: tiua@eng.ui.ac.id



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 72
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 72
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF00530065007400740069006e0067007300200066006f007200200073007500700070006c00790069006e00670020005000440046007300200074006f002000480065006e007200790020004c0069006e00670020004c0069006d0069007400650064>
    /ENG ()
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [1133.800 1133.800]
>> setpagedevice


