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Figures infrastructures: an atlas of roads
and railways by Bieke Cattoor and Bruno de
Meulder, Uitgeverij Sun,  Amsterdam, The
Netherlands, 2011, 175 pp. ISBN 978-94-
6105-1189.

This book is introduced by its authors as a ‘re-
cartography of section E18-H16 of the Michelin
roadmap n°533’ (p. 4), which roughly includes the
Belgian cities of Ghent, Kortrijk and Doornik. 
Through a large number of maps, photographs,
reproductions of historical maps and accompanying
text, the development of the infrastructure in parts
of this area is unravelled.  As explained in the
prologue, the area taken from the Michelin map is
‘recomposed into the format of a book and becomes
an atlas’ (p. 4).  Eleven chapters represent eleven
complex but well-designed maps that are
constructed page by page by gradually building up
the map to its full extent (p. 7).

As the title implies, Figures infrastructures
focuses on infrastructural networks.  Its intention is
‘to reveal some of the structural relations and
dynamic interactions between the different infra-
structural lines’ (p. 5).  It does so by deconstructing
and reconstructing the infrastructural lines of
various types of roads, railways and, in a single
case, power supply lines.  The result is a series of
maps that together form the topological atlas.  The
accompanying commentary mainly emphasizes the
historical development of the infrastructural lines
under consideration. 

The atlas focuses on three sites that are situated
within the original road map.  First, the parallel
infrastructures between Ghent and Kortrijk,
consisting of a former military road, a national
road, a railway line and a motorway, are considered
in chronological order.  Secondly, there is examin-
ation of the sideways movements within these
infrastructures.  Thirdly, there is consideration of
the transversals across the Leie-Schelde inter-

fluvium. 
The parallel infrastructures between Kortrijk and

Ghent are represented as a space-time figure that
shows that additions of lines through time were
located at increasing distance from the River Leie. 
Deconstruction processes that occur on the
infrastructural lines are, for example, the
‘dissolving’ of a country lane, the segmentation of
a national road and the process of ‘grid erosion’ (p.
76), which is described as degradation of the fine-
meshed fabric around the motorway. 

The treatment of the second site, focusing on the
sideways movements within the same group of
infrastructures, deals with the smaller-scale infra-
structures and the transversals within the site.  The
chapter examines the deconstruction of a transverse
road into lines and the enlargement of the perimeter
around a previously walled town by the addition of
roads.  It also reflects upon the way that evolving
infrastructures affect the further layout and
expansion of a village. 

The study of the third site produces a
cartographic variation of the figure of the ‘double
diptych’ (p. 122).  It explores the history of the
formation of four national roads while focusing on
different aspects that influence this formation, such
as topography, road straightening and the construc-
tion of bypasses.  It also examines road profiles,
ranging from those perpendicular to the road, such
as ribbon development, and in alignment with it,
such as bridges.

The book culminates in eleven maps reproduced
next to each other in the volume’s epilogue.  The
authors have succeeded in revealing some of the
structural relations and dynamic interactions
between different infrastructural lines.  At the same
time they have developed a fresh cartographic
approach.  Perhaps the real significance of this
publication lies within its cartographical explor-
ation and expression.  However, the inclusion of
good legends would have helped the reader to relate
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the map content to the accompanying texts. 
Historical maps are also printed in a very small
format, which makes close investigation quite
difficult.  

The innovative cartographical design approach
proposed reveals a number of interesting research
questions pertinent for urban morphology that are
not yet fully explored.  The transformative
processes of infrastructures described in this book,
such as segmentation, straightening and dissolving,
are touched upon but they are not viewed in a wider
research perspective.  Furthermore, relatively new
terms such as ‘band city’ and ‘grid erosion’, are
mentioned almost in passing but their introduction
deserves further explanation.  From the viewpoint
of an urban morphologist it would be very
interesting to explore these concepts, for example
in the light of the Conzenian or Muratorian research
traditions. 

Hiske Bienstman, Van der Astpad 3, 1816KV
Alkmaar, The Netherlands.  E-mail: hallo@
hiskebienstman.nl

Shaping the city: studies in history, theory
and urban design edited by Radolphe El-
Khoury and Edward Robbins, Routledge,
London, 2013, 2nd edition, 362 pp.  ISBN
978-0-415-58458-6.

The editors of this second edition of Shaping the
city have invited fourteen contributors to reflect
upon a range of urban issues and urban design
approaches, as revealed in some fourteen cities and
urban regions.  Looking at different cities from
different perspectives and in a variety of writing
styles, the book illustrates the diversity and even
the contradictions of urban design approaches
rather than attempting a synthesis (p. 4).  Similarly,
though each city’s distinctiveness, complexity,
historical context and background are discussed,
the essays do not aim to summarize the whole city-
making experience, but to ‘find in each city a
lesson that demonstrates a particular way of reading
the city and the consequent strategies that may be
deployed in reshaping it’ (p. 4).  It is by the
diversity of the said lessons that readers can gain
insights and stimulating ideas applicable to other
cities in the world that are not included in the
discussion of the book.  With the addition of cities
such as Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Hong Kong, Oslo and

Shenzhen, about half of the cities featured in the
second edition are located outside the USA,
compared with one-quarter in the first edition.

Shaping the city offers a striking illustration of
how normative planning ideas as well as local
design and development processes combine in webs
of relationships that are particularly complex to
untangle.   It points out the necessity to interpret the
manifestations of planning and design ideas against
the specific background of each city.  Planners,
designers and developers might adhere to imported
ideas, but the ways in which these ideas are
reinterpreted and adapted to the local context
favours the emergence of home grown solutions
and spatial arrangements.  Every city has specific
human made, social and natural environments. 
Each chapter shows, in its own way, how cities
develop particular identities reflecting the ways in
which local social and physical contexts are
adjusting to different urban planning, design and
development chronologies. 

A case in point is offered by Chicago a city
known for its archetypal qualities (Chapter 5). 
First, it seems to best represent American gridiron
cities, in which urban subdivisions conform to the
original orthogonal agricultural platting.  Secondly,
two types of superblock that are very common in
the USA mark Chicago’s development: the tower in
the park and the garden city.  A closer examination
reveals more contrasting realities, anchored in the
city’s specific development history.  Sarah Whiting
develops the idea that the grid acts both as a
background that is consistent enough to ensure
legibility, while accommodating superblocks in the
foreground that develop to satisfy evolving
programmes, in such a way that ‘each superblock
offers its own mini urbanism – each construct its
own version of a different kind of Chicago grid’ (p.
86).

Charles Waldheim argues in Chapter 6 that in
Detroit, the Motor City, urbanism came to echo
Fordist industrial logic.  As a consequence, the built
environment becomes ‘a temporary, ad hoc
arrangement based on the momentary optimization
of industrial production’ (p. 96).  In the late 1980s,
following a survey of vacant land, Detroit urban
planners produced a plan to decommission parts of
the city.  Waldheim suggests that the plan can be
seen as an unimpassioned response to the most
recent manifestation of an economic logic that had
powerfully influenced the city’s urban development
for decades.  In spite of the failing of the plan
following public outcry, Detroit’s fate had already
been sealed, in accordance with the industrial logic
applied to its development.  And so was the fate of
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the industrial sectors of numerous other Western
cities, though at a smaller and less spectacular
scale.  New Orleans’s experience, pre- and post-
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, displays similarities to
Detroit.  Victor J. Jones argues that from its
foundation in 1718 as a French outpost, New
Orleans has always been ‘the site of a struggle
between human intentions and the natural
tendencies of the place’ (Chapter 9, p. 170). 
Focusing on the response to the Hurricane Katrina
disaster, Jones discusses three initiatives: ‘shrinking
the footprint’, ‘the Viet village urban farm,’ and
‘reinventing the waterfront’.  Though intervening at
different scales, each initiative is seen as an
illustration of ‘ecological urbanism’.  The first
proposed, in a top-down approach, to reshape and
reduce the city’s footprint by forbidding recon-
struction on the most vulnerable land.  But, as in
the case of Detroit, citizens refused to accept the
seemingly predictable outcome.  The second
initiative, which was capitalizing on the experience
of a Vietnamese community was more successful. 
And so was the third, which proposed innovative
solutions to restoring a natural shoreline.  The
second and third initiatives may have succeeded
because they were more congruent with a local
history of urban planning and design based on
active and intensive transformation of the environ-
ment.  The initiatives, however, suggest a new
approach that pays greater respect to natural forces.

Built from the ground up as a new capital city,
Brasilia is in many ways the epitome of modernist
urbanism and civic architecture.  Yet, in an account
of the design and implementation of Lucio Costa’s
Brasilia Pilot Plan, Fares el-Dahdah finds that the
essence of the design lies in the voids rather than in
the buildings, making Brasilia a ‘park city’
(Chapter 4).  Following the addition of Brasilia to
UNESCO’s World Heritage list, heritage
preservation regulations established that – aside
from a handful of civic buildings – only the
buildings outlines, and hence the ‘voids’ that they
delimit, would be protected.  Most buildings could
then be demolished in the future as long as the
buildings replacing them were of the same volume. 
It is therefore ‘the ‘Pilot Plan’ as ‘park city’ –
rather than the city itself that is to ultimately
survive’ (p. 67).  Again, this is an outcome that
seems to contravene accepted wisdom and
international heritage preservation practices, but
that is congruent with the urbanism of Brasilia.

All chapters of the book, with one exception,
focus on a specific city in order to highlight
different urban issues and the local responses they
have elicited.  All stress that the desires, experience

and knowledge of planners and designers had to
adapt to local social and material circumstances
while being framed, enriched and sometimes
constrained by the local collective experience.  In
the final chapter on New Urbanism, co-editor
Edward Robbins explores the conceptual roots of
that movement as well as its contribution to
planning debates and to the renewal of urban
development practices.  Though New Urbanists
strongly affirm their will to distance themselves
from modernist planning principles, Robbins
explains how, institutionally and operationally,
New Urbanism resembles Congrès Internationaux
d’Architecture Moderne (CIAM), including in the
production and promotion of a ‘Charter’ that
defines the core principles of each movement. 
Such approaches to urbanism as CIAM and New
Urbanism are at odds with the multiplicity and
richness of approaches illustrated in the previous
chapters of the book, which might explain their
limited success. 

Mariney Mohd Yusoff, Department of Geography,
University of Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.  E-mail: mariney@um.edu.my

Chinese urban design: the typomorph-
ological approach by Fei Chen and Kevin
Thwaites, Ashgate, Farnham, England, 2013,
244 pp.  IBSN 978-1-4094-3388-0.

Authors Fei Chen and Kevin Thwaites contend that
urban design can be seen as an endogenous concept
firmly rooted in Chinese culture and tradition (p. 1).
Although the study of urban form in China has
existed for a long time, it has had only limited
influence on recent Chinese urban design and
planning.  China is undergoing rapid urbanization
and material transformation in parallel with
impressive economic growth.  This has been
associated with the rapid destruction of traditional
urban tissues, and a crisis in the cultural identity of
cities.  This crisis and some solutions to it are the
main topics dealt with in this book.  

To those concerned with the practice of Chinese
urban design, Chen and Thwaites offer a new
perspective and approach: typomorphology.  The
authors begin by briefly summarizing the studies of
the characteristics and evolution of traditional
Chinese urban form.  Continuity, they argue, is a
core concept in that evolution.  Such a
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consideration paves the way for their discussion of
the current morphological context in China. 
Chapter 3 introduces the disciplinary and geo-
graphical origins and key precepts of typo-
morphology.  The concise, clear writing makes core
concepts easily understandable especially for
readers from China, who have little knowledge of
typomorphology and have had little exposure to the
work of British geographers and Italian architects. 
A new typomorphological framework is proposed
that is adapted to the Chinese context (Chapter 4). 
Building on the work of authors such as Kang Qi
and Jin Wu, the framework is based on seven
morphological elements: general plan, silhouettes,
streets and street networks, urban blocks and plots,
public spaces, public buildings and houses (p. 66). 
The seven elements are not new to Chinese
scholars; especially to those architectural urban
morphologists whose research has been influenced
by Kang Qi’s significant paper on ‘The urban
forms’ (Qi, 1982).  Because all seven elements had
been transformed during the 30-year period of rapid
urbanization in China, though at different rates,
they form the main concerns for urban spatial
regulation and urban design.  In this case, these
elements were integrated into a systematic
approach, which not only meets the requirements of
typomorphology with respect to the scale and
interconnection of the elements, but also fosters the
notion that cultural identity is embodied in urban
form.  The authors assimilate the seven elements in
the notion of type.  They stress that typomorph-
ology analyses and operates in a hierarchical
system of scales (p. 59).  They contend that the
relationship between the elements is as important as
the elements themselves (p. 66).

A case study in Nanjing, based on the authors’
form-analysis framework, interprets the typological
process of the seven elements (Chapter 5).  This
aspect of their work undoubtedly helps readers to
deepen their understanding of the use of a
typomorphological approach in a Chinese context. 
Nanjing is a historically and culturally important
city in China.  Its built environment had been
studied from different perspectives in the past.  The
approach of Chen and Thwaites is distinguished by
its methods and in particular the attention paid to
matters of scale and historical continuity.

Far from stopping at the analysis and
interpretation of urban form, an urban design
approach is proposed based on typomorphology,
using Nanjing again as its field of inquiry (Chapter
6).  The authors display a deeper understanding of
Chinese cities and the conditions of their

management and planning than most Western
scholars interested in these questions.  Their
familiarity with Nanjing serves them well in their
attempt at developing an operational urban design
framework inspired by Saverio Muratori’s
‘operative history’ theory and methodology.  They
develop 28 design guidelines associated with the
seven elements of their framework.  By high-
lighting how all the elements are interconnected,
while illustrating how ‘priority could be given to
certain elements depending on the scale of the
development that designers are dealing with’ (p.
195), Chen and Thwaites illustrate how an
approach inspired by typomorphology could be
easily integrated into the current system of urban
planning and design in China.  The final chapter
highlights the spatial relationship between
typomorphology, cultural identity and social
cohesion. 

In a context where Chinese city development
driven by intense political and economic forces in
which matters of continuity and cultural identity
have been overlooked, typomorphology-based
design guidance appears timely.  Such an approach
to urban design might convince planning officials
and designers of the necessity to consider
continuity when addressing expectations for the
future that require flexibility in regulations,
creativity and inclusiveness.  

Reference

Qi, K. (1982) ‘The urban forms’, Journal of Nanjing
Institute of Technology 3, 14-27.

Hao Deng, School of Architecture, Southeast
University, 210096, Nanjing, China.  Email:
denghao@seu.edu.cn

Urbanismo na composição de Portugal by
Luísa Trindade, Coimbra University Press,
Coimbra, Portugal, 2013, 713 pp. ISBN 978-
989-26-0535-7.

The systematic operations of planning and
construction of new towns in late-medieval Europe
has attracted the interest of researchers of the city
and its form for a long time.  By documenting the
Portuguese experience, this book enriches
European historiography of this topic.  Its starting
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point was the doctoral thesis of the author, and this
publication attests to the high quality of the
research.

Portugal defined its boundaries in 1249 with the
conquest of the city of Faro in the southern limit of
the country.  The king immediately initiated a
political restructuring of the organization of the
urban realm, with operations in existing cities and
the creation of a network of new cities.  In a
process that parallels the development of the better-
known bastides of south-western France or the
cities founded in eastern Germany, the territory of
the Iberian peninsula was subject to a resettlement
and reorganization policy as the Christian
kingdoms were defined and their borders to the
south extended at the expense of the retreating
Muslim kingdoms.  That policy’s most intensive
period spanned from 1250 to 1325.

Luísa Trindade’s work situates the development
process of Portuguese cities within the broader
context of the foundation practice and culture of
European cities.  It retraces a movement that sought
to control territory through the foundation of urban
settlements in different parts of the continent based
on defined models. With an impressive review of
research conducted in recent decades, the study sets
about charting the development of planned cities in
different geographical and cultural areas, high-
lighting both the similarities in the intentions of
agents and the specificities of their local
expressions.  Stress is placed on the peculiarities of
the Iberian Peninsula at a time when its cities were
often comprised of three distinct communities and
their juxtaposed spaces: a dominant Christian
space, accompanied by a Muslim space and a
Jewish space.

The study then focuses on 22 cities of varied
size, level of documentation and mode of
foundation.  Avoiding exceptional and ostentatious
cases, there is a rigorous and thorough treatment. 
The possibility to compare a large number of cases
compensates for limitations in documentation. The
nature of the body of information and the method
used, allowed recognition of commonalities and
particularities of planning and building processes. 
Excellent use is made of documents traditionally
used in historiography, including royal charters of
foundation and the first municipal laws, but also
cartographic, iconographic and archaeological
information.  However, the approach had to be
adapted in the absence of drawn plans (a source
that would only flourish at a later historical period). 
The procedure entailed recovering the ‘config-
uration matrix’ of each city by means of analogical

reconstruction.  Thus, starting from the current state
of each city, the author proceeded deductively to
reconstruct the matrix based on the recognition in
particular of repeated occurrences, with particular
emphasis on the plot pattern.  Methodologically, the
procedure unequivocally places the study in the
field of urban morphology.  It produces high-
quality information and outstanding accuracy.

The book provides a well-defined urban model
for the implementation of these new cities.  Though
simple, it is adaptable to the varied circumstances
of Portugal.  It accounts for the different compo-
nents of the urban fabric and the different entities
responsible for their development.  Morph-
ologically, these new cities comprise three main
elements: the wall and castle; the layout matrix,
including streets and plots; and the church,
curiously detached from the latter matrix.  In fact,
the distinguishing feature of the new cities of the
kingdom is the spatial separation of its three
constitutive elements.  For instance, a circular
fortification wall could surround a stand-alone
orthogonal tissue system, whereas the church might
be positioned in between, but disconnected from
both grid and wall.  The buildings and spaces that
would come to characterize the Portuguese city and
become indispensable at the end of the Middle
Ages, namely the municipal building and its
associated square, were absent.  The author
develops a typological framework that arranges the
spatial objects in various categories: from the linear
model, consisting of a single street with the church
at the end; to the herringbone orthogonal types of
layout.

Rich in cartographic and iconographic
illustrations, the book is notable for its explanatory
diagrams illustrating the deductive and modelling
work.  By using aerial photographs and contem-
porary cartographic representations, patterns and
repetitive elements are graphically highlighted. 
This enables the reader to follow the author’s
argument.

The publication of this work fills a gap in
knowledge of the evolution of the Portuguese city,
by addressing the production of new cities in the
crucial period during which the borders of the new
country stabilized.  However, the importance of the
study transcends elucidation of the medieval town,
as it sheds light on an idea and procedures that
mark the transition from the Middle Ages to
modern times and underpinned the advent of the
Portuguese city model.  This was a model that was
exported overseas from the mid-fifteenth century
onward, first in the Atlantic islands and then in the
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colonial territories that stretched from Brazil to
Asia.

Carlos Dias Coelho, Departamento de Projecto da
Faculdade de Arquitectura da Universidade de
Lisboa, Rua Sá Nogueira, Pólo Universitário da
Ajuda, 1349-055 Lisboa, Portugal.  E-mail:
cdcoelho.luotp@gmail.com

On architecture. Melvin Charney: a critical
anthology edited by Louis Martin, McGill-
Queen’s University Press, Montréal , Canada,
2013, 483 pp.  ISBN 9780773541825. 

As one of the founders of the so-called ‘Montreal
school of urban architecture’, Melvin Charney
made an original contribution to contemporary
architecture and urban planning in Quebec.  He was
not only an architect but also a thinker and
architectural critic, a committed artist and a
pedagogue, who sparked an authentic Montreal
school of thought while following a path all his
own.  Louis Martin has meticulously compiled the
work of Charney that has appeared in an array of
architectural journals published in Canada
(Canadian Architect, Architecture Canada), the
USA (Progressive Architecture, Yale Architectural
Journal) and Europe (Architectural Design,
Deutsche Bauzeitung).  In his introductory essay to
the book, George Baird emphasizes the contribution
that Charney’s thought and teaching made to the
protection of Montreal’s urban fabric as well as the
appeal of his innovative approach to planning and
urban design in the development of Montreal.  His
approach was reflected in the restructuring of
Montreal’s urban fabric over the years in a way
similar to the influence that the Reconstruction of
the European City School, led by Bohigas, had on
the city of Barcelona.  It can be said that, together
with professors Alfred Neumann, and Pierre
Larochelle (the translator into French of Caniggia
and Maffei’s Composizione architettonica e
tipologia edilizia. Lettura dell'edilizia di base)
(Larochelle, 2011), Charney is one of the founding
fathers of the morphological approach in Quebec. 
However, his work had an impact at an applied
level (for the practice of urban architecture and
design), rather than at a theoretical level in urban
morphological research.

Martin structured his anthology in four parts,
corresponding to phases that he sees in Charney’s

intellectual development.  Each part is introduced
by a critical contextualization, outlining contin-
uities as well as reconsiderations and even
contradictions in Charney’s thought.  The articles
grouped under the initial phase stretching from
1962 to 1966, entitled ‘Beginnings’, retrace the
premises for the construction of Charney’s original
thoughts.  Like Le Corbusier in his youth, and upon
the suggestion of Louis Khan, with whom he
studied at Yale, Charney took up a quest to uncover
the origins of Mediterranean architecture.  At the
same time, he became interested in Pop Art’s
aestheticization of everyday objects symbolizing
North American consumerist culture.  As high-
lighted by Martin, this foray into the world of
contemporary art was reflected in his later work, in
particular his obsession with deciphering the
underlying meaning and cultural manifestations of
popular architecture and his ability to have a lucid
perspective on everyday banal forms of vernacular
architecture.

For the purpose of illustrating the second phase,
covering the period from 1966 to 1969 and dubbed
‘Beyond architecture’, Martin chose articles that
testify to Charney’s active involvement in major
international debates on modernity and architecture.
Martin points out the very optimistic tone of
Charney’s writings, defending the liberating power
of technology in a context in which the modernist
doctrine of Congrès Internationaux d’Architecture
Moderne was losing steam.  In his article ‘Grain
elevators revisited’, however, Charney sets about
criticizing Le Corbusier’s discourse and his
manifesto book, Vers une architecture , and finally
returns to his own territory of predilection,
Montreal.  The observation of forms bequeathed by
industrial architecture, such as Montreal’s grain
elevators, is what gave him the theoretical basis for
formulating a critique of the formalism of early
modern architects.  Charney was more concerned
with the process and liberating potential released by
new technologies than he was with machine
aesthetics. 

In the third part of the book, ‘Other monuments’,
the period from 1971 to 1976 is presented by
Martin as a defining moment and the culmination of
Charney’s intellectual journey with the attainment
of maturity.  In his critical introduction to this part,
Martin asserts that the postmodernist school of
thought and Rossi’s work on city architecture, as
well as Venturi’s on the American strip among
others, encouraged Charney to return to the
rigorous observation of vernacular architecture that
he had developed at the outset of his career.  In an
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article entitled ‘The Montrealness of Montreal:
formations and formalities in urban architecture’,
Charney highlights the system of rural land division
– the so-called French system of rangs (long
narrow plots perpendicular to access roads or
watercourses) – and the fact that Montreal’s urban
form and working-class neighbourhoods were
superimposed on the organizational framework
inherited from a millenary tradition.  In his view,
the building tradition of the French Regime
accounts for the importance attributed to public
spaces and the street in Montreal’s urban form, the
purpose of which is to provide a framework for
everyday life.  Transitional spaces such as
balconies and exterior entrance stairs provide a
space for social interaction, which governs ‘living
together’ in an urban environment.  The typology of
Montreal’s plexes, derived from the Quebec-style
house, is an example of the inventiveness and
adaptiveness to climatic constraints that reflects the
genius of Quebec’s builders.  This architectural
knowledge was developed over time and is
reflected in the buildings’ material shapes.  Thus,
according to Charney, there is such a thing as an
authentically Quebec urban architecture, upon
which a specific practice of contemporary
architecture can be based.  

This is indeed the task that Charney set for
himself between 1980 and 1990, with the founding
of the Urban Architecture Unit at the University of
Montreal’s School of Architecture (Charney and
Latek, 1992).  Among his most prominent
contributions was his work on Faubourg Saint-
Laurent (the Saint-Laurent district) and the
definition of a strategy for intervention based on
recognition of the figures and spatial syntax
specific to Montreal’s urban architecture (Charney

et al., 1990).
In the book’s fourth part, ‘The image and its

double’, Martin chose to group together four essays
published between 1982 and 1989 to illustrate the
contextualist approach, which informs the
realization of Charney’s installations, such as at the
Chicago Museum of Contemporary Art and his
masterpiece, the garden of the Canadian Centre for
Architecture.  It is worth noting that Louis Martin
commendably took a back seat to Melvin Charney
while also presenting the crown jewels of
Charney’s work, so as to allow readers  a  perspec-
tive of their own on Charney’s fascinating
intellectual trajectory. 

References
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Cutting into the substance of urban form 

A lecture on this topic was given to the Urban
Design Group by Karl Kropf of Built Form
Resource Ltd and the Urban Morphology Research
Group, University of Birmingham.  A video of it is
included in the archive of previous talks recorded
as part of the UrbanNous initiative.

The lecture illustrated the common use of the
core morphological concept of urban tissue or
character areas.  Examples included conservation
area appraisals, urban historic characterizations, as
well as urban character studies, research into

methods of assessing environmental performance of
urban form, the French application of urban
morphological analysis to the Plan Local d’Urban-
isme, and the use of morphological analysis in
design.

The lecture can be viewed in a browser at:
http://www.urbannous.org.uk/urbandesigngroup/
UrbanMorphologyKarlKropf.htm.  

The full UrbanNous catalogue can be found at:
http://www. urbannous.org.uk/udgevents.htm   
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